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and the restraints and seriousness, often pushed to the extremes
of fanaticism, which were the results of the new learning and
better education and of the rise of Puritanism. But, whilst he
described the licence and gross depravity of the profligate section
of society, in terms which he feared might seem over-coloured,
the comedy of the Scot in London bulks large on his canvas.
This was not one of the grave social evils named in the
introduction; but there can be no mistake about the snatch of
verse heading the first chapter:
Now Scot and English are agreed,
And Saunders hastes to cross the Tweed,
Where, such the splendours that attend him,
His very mother scarce had kend him.
The time is a year after the arrival of James I, and more than The Scot
a dozen, and they by far the more important half, of the dramatis in London
persorae are from the other kingdom. James is not the only
historic figure. Scott thought he would present a masculine
counterpart to that heroine who, having " no claim to high birth,
romantic sensibility, or any of the usual accomplishments " of
her order, had impressed by her simple worth, his Jeanie Deans j
and he found such a one ready made in the king's goldsmith,
George Heriot, founder of the famous hospital in Edinburgh.
" Jingling Geordie," as the facetious monarch loved to call him,
plays a more conspicuous part than is dramatically appropriate;
and another countryman, David Ramsay, the king's watchmaker,
has the distinction, though only a commoner, of furnishing a
daughter to be the blue-blooded hero's bride. This gallant damsel
falls in love with Nigel before the youth is aware of it, and
donning boy's clothes, and playing the guardian angel, she has
the privilege of rescuing him from some of his most dangerous
predicaments. Scottish too are the irrepressible servitor and
self-constituted censor of Nigel's morals, Richie Moniplies, who
begins life in a flesher's stall and ends as Sir Richard Moniplies
of Castle-Collop 5 and the soured, peevish, caustic, and often
tedious Sir Mungo Malagrowther, one of Scott's survivals from
a previous age. Nigel Olifant is, of course, a Caledonian. The
whole trouble arises from his being one of those impoverished